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Of the Bloody Murder of 


Sir EDM ONDBURY GODFREY 
By the PAPISTS, OX. 1, 1678. 


/4 ith the various and W onderf, Hl (17cm Fance s of the 
Motives, Manner, Time, Place, Perſons, &c. relating to the ſaid Mur- 


der, Sn colleFed out of the ſeveral reſpettive Depoſutions given 
upon Oath before the Houſe of Lords by Captain William Bedloe , and 


Mr. Miles Prance, to the Amazement and Herrour of all True-Proteltants, 


Capt. Bedloe's Depolitions. 

He Papiſts, becauſe Sir Edmonds 
bury (eem'd to be an obſtacle to 

Them, and had taken the Information 

of Oates and Tonge about the Plot, re- 

ſolv'd and contriv'd to take away his 

Life. 

. 2, Purſuant to which Deſign, they 

tbidem };4d for 40001. Le FPhaire, Welſh, At- 
kins, Pritchard, the Tieponent , and 

ſome” Jeſuits, to do the Fac. 

Ibidem 3. Accordingly, the above-named 
Perſons Trepan'd Sir Edmundbury 1n- 
to Somerſet- Houſe about five a Clock at 
night, on Jaturday the 12th. of Ofo- 
ber. 

Cone, 4 This Trepan was effeted thus ; 

Journ, The Deponent was told by Le Phaire, 
that He, Welſh and Atkins met Sir Ed- 
mundbury near the Kings-head- Inne in 

the Strand, and decoy'd him into Jo- 
 merſet-houſe, under pretence of appre- 
hending ſome /lotters. 

Lords 5: Whea they bad him in the upper 

Journ. preat Court of Somerſet-bouſe, They 
thruſt him into a low Room, put a Piſtol 
to him, threatned him if he made anoiſe ; 
then (ſtifled him between two Pillows ; 
And finding him (til! alive,ftrangled him 
with a long Crevat 1n the Room where 
he lay. | 

6. On the Monday following preciſe- 

between 9 and 10 a Clock at night, 

the Body was (hewnto the Depoxent by 

L.e ÞPhaire in the Room, or the next to 

it where the Duke of Albemarle lay in 

State in the upper ſquare Court; There 

It was by the help of a dark / anthorn 

the Deponent (aw the Body in the pre- 

ſence of Le Phaire, Welſb, Atkins, and 
and Two other Perſons. 


Lords "* 
Journ, 


Ibidem | y 


Mr. Praxce's Depoſitions. 
I* Fe Papilſts, becanſe Sir Edmond- PETR 
bury ſeem'd an Fnemy to the Journ, 
Queens Servants, and would not conſent 
to diſcharge one Gerald from Pariſh- . 
Duties, (as another Tuſtice did) reſolv'd 
and contriv'd to take away his Life. 

2. Purſuant to which Deſign, they hired 
(for what Reward the Deponent doth not 
know) Hill, Green, Kelly , the Depo- 
nent, Gerald ad Berry to do the Fa@. 

3. Accordingly the above- named Per- 1. 
ſons Trepan d Sir Edmundbury into So- 
merſet-houle about 8 or 9 a Clock at 
night : But the Deponent doth not well 
remember the Nay. 

4. This Trepan was effeFed thus ; Green 
gave the Deponent motice that He and __ 
Gerald had ſett Sir Edmondbury 7 9}. 
Clements 5 4xd Hill decoy d him down 
the Water-gatc, under pretence of par- 
ting a Fray between two lellows quarrel- 
ling in the Tard. | 

5. When they had him near the Rail: Ibidem 
by the Queens-Stables, Green ſtrangled 
him with a twiſted Hankerchief ; Then 
finding him ſtill alive, wrung his Neck 
quite round, and punch'd him with his 
Knee in the open TJard; Which done, 
they dragg'd bim into Doffor Godwin's 
L odgings. 

6. On the Monday following , pre- 
ciſely between 9 and 10 a Clock at night, 
i he Body was fhewn to the Deponent by 
Hill, Green, ad Gerald, in a Room in 
the back Square Court below Stairs next 
the Garden. There it was by the help of 
a Dark-Lanthorn te Deponent ſaw the 
Body in the compary of the ſaid Will, 
Green, and Gerald, who were only pre- 
ſent, 7. On 


Ibidem 


[ 


Ibidem 


tive: © 


onfh, 5 DI ETEIIP: ee __ C_——_—= oy. a 


, { Lerds », Onthe ſame Moxdayat 9 aClock 7. Onthe next Wedneſday afier about Lords 
Joums t night the dead Body was carryd 12 4 Clock at night, the dead Pody was 9% 


out through the great Gate by certain 
Chair-men ( Retainers to Jomerſet- 
Hooſe,) whoſe Perſons were unknown 
to the Deporent 3 Theſe perſons carry'd 
him in a Chair to the corner of Claren- 
don-Honſe, and from thence convey'd 
him in a Coach to Primroſe. Hill, where 
they made a Wound in his Body, and 
laid his Sword by his fide. 


put into a Sedan, and carry d out by the 
Deponent ard Gerald z»t9 Covent- 
Garden, where Green and Kelly took 
him up, and carry d him to Long-Acre ; 


There the Deponent and Gerald reſutrcd 


their Burden, and carry d him to the 
Sohoez from thence he was convey 'd 
aftride on Horſe-back before Hill ito the 
Fields,where they thruſt his Sword through 
his Body, and caſt him into a Ditch. 
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A T wo-fold Proteftation of M7. Miles Prance, con- 


 cerning the Murder of Sir Edmondbury Godfrey. 


His Proteſtation made firſt before 
Capt. Richardſon in Newgate, and 
then before the King and Conncil, 
ſoon after his firſt Diſcovery in De- 
cember 1678. Reduced into Form. 


Hereas by the Suggeſtion of the 
Devil, Worldly Intereſt, and my 
own Malice, I Miles Prance moſt wick: 
edly deviſed an horrid Story of the Murder 
of Sir Edmondbury Godfrey, wherein 
(being before-hand ſufficiently ſecured both 
of His Majeſty's Pardon for the pretended 
Crime, and of Reward for the Diſcovery,) 
I feigned my ſelf a Party, the butter to 
gain credit to my Damnable Forgery. 


Now I the ſaid Miles Prance, do with 
unſpeakable grief (though yet not without 
a firm belief of Forgiveneſs from Almighty 
God upon ſincere Repentance)hereby in the 
preſence of the All-ſeeing and Feart- 


ſearching God, and of all Holy Angels 


and Good Men, Solemnly and Sincerely 
declare, that whatever I depoſed upon 


Oath, relating either to my own Know- 


-' ledge and concurrence in the ſaid Murder 
of Sir Edmondbury Godfrey, or to any 
other Perſon or Circumſtance touching 


the ſame, is, inthe whole, and every part 
thereof falſe, and the meer groundleſs 
produd of my own Deviliſh Invention. 

For all which my deteftable wicked- 
neſs as with 2 repentant heart I crave the 
mercy of Ged, ſo do I humbly beg Pardon 
of the King, and Forgiveneſs of thoſe 
whom by my Felliſh Malice, I have (ſo 
hainouſly and unjuſtly Accuſed. 


His Proteftation made in Solemn man- 
ner, April 14. ( 82. ) being Good- 
Friday, immediately preceding the 
Feaſt of Eaſter, whereor he received 
the Holy Sacrament at his Pariſh- 
Church. 


Hereas (ome bold and Ill Men 
have ſeveral times by various 
but different Suggeſtions, and particu- 
larly, more openly of late, pretended 
they are able tro Diſprove an Account 
I have given from my perſonal know- 
ledge of the Murder of Sir Edmundbury 
Godfrey, wherein with unſpeakable 
grief (though yet not without a firm 
belief of forgiveneſs from Almighty 
God upon unfeigned Repentance , as 
well as the grant of His moſt Gracious 
Majeſty my Earthly Soveraign's Pardon) 
I acknowledge my (elf moſt wickedly 
drawn in, and concerned. 

Now I the ſaid Miles France, do 
hereby 1n the preſence of the All-ſeeing 
and Heart-ſearching God,and of all Ho- 
ly Angels and Good Men, Solemnly and 
Sincerely avow and declare, that what- 
ever I formerly depoſed upon Oath,and 
ſet forth touching the manner and Cir- 
cumſtances (as far as the ſame fell within 
my knowledge) of the ſaid Sir Edmond: 
bury Godfrey's Murder, is moſt punQually 
and Religioully true. 

And as to all and every part of this 
my Solemn Proteſtation, as I do hereby 
under my hand moſt ſeriouſly aver and 
avow it, (ſo in farther confirmation of 
the Truth thereof do I reſolve ( with 
God's Help and Permiſſion) to receive 


_ the Holy Sacrament. 
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